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Vice President Mike Pence Celebrates Labor Day at Dairyland
Power Cooperative

President Donald Trump’s second in command, Vice President Mike Pence, made a stop at Dairyland
Power Cooperative on Monday to recognize essential workers, and thank those whose job it is to “keep
the lights on.” Pence was joined by Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia and Wisconsin Senator Ron Johnson
(R-Wisconsin). He was introduced by Dairyland President and CEO Brent Ridge.

Jump River Electric Cooperative Director William
van Doorn, Jump River Electric Cooperative General

Manager/CEO Jim Anderson, Polk-Burnett
Director Ed Gullickson, and Wisconsin Electric

Cooperative President and CEO Stephen Freese.

Senator Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin)
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Dairyland Power Cooperative President
and CEO, Brent Ridge, introduces the vice president.

Greeting

Hello Wisconsin! I can’t think of a better place to be on an American holiday where we celebrate America’s 
tradition of hard work and the American dream. For 79 years you’ve been keeping the lights on here in 
Wisconsin. So to all of you, and Dairyland Power and to every American worker across Wisconsin, happy 
Labor Day!

Before I go further, allow me to bring greetings from another friend of mine who loves the Badger State, 
who I think is the best friend American workers have ever had, sitting in the Oval Office at the White 
House. When I told him this morning I was heading to La Crosse, he sounded a little bit jealous. So allow 
me to bring greetings from a friend of this state and a friend of American workers—I bring greetings from 
the 45th president of the United States, President Donald Trump.

Support for law enforcement

Throughout all of the last three and half years, this president and this administration have stood with the 
men and women of law enforcement and we will stand with them every day. President Trump and I know 
that the women and men of law enforcement are the best of us. They put their lives on the line every 
single day. They literally count our lives as more important than their own, and they deserve the respect of 
every American. To be clear, an incident involving the police use of force will always be thoroughly 
investigated. But there is no excuse for the rioting and looting that we have seen in Kenosha, and in cities 
across the country, and this violence against civilians, against property and against law enforcement must 
stop and must stop now. President Trump and I will always support the right of Americans to peacefully 
protest, but rioting and looting is not peaceful protest. Burning businesses is not free speech, and those 
who do so will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. That’s why President Trump took action just a 
few days ago. We sent 200 federal law enforcement officers into Kenosha. Working with National Guard 
and local law enforcement, we quelled the violence. Under this president, I promise you we will have law 
and order in every city in this country for every American of every race and creed, so help us God…

…President Trump and I know what you all in Wisconsin know. We don’t have to choose between 
supporting law enforcement and standing with our African American neighbors’ families to improve the 
quality of their lives, to improve public safety, create more jobs, better schools. From the first day of this 
administration, we’ve done both, and I promise you, we’re going to keep supporting law enforcement and 
keep supporting our African American neighbors and all minorities in every community in this city every 
day from here to come.

Economy and jobs

With less taxes, less regulation, more American energy and better trade deals, businesses large and small 
across this country created more than 7 million good-paying jobs, and on this Labor Day, it’s great to 
remember that wages were rising. In those first three years, wages were rising at their fastest pace in the 
last decade, and we couldn’t be more proud. In those first three years, wages rose most rapidly for hard-
working blue collar Americans. The forgotten men and women of America are forgotten no more. Due to 
this president’s policies, manufacturing has come roaring back. When Joe Biden was vice president, 
America lost 200,000 manufacturing jobs. And the last president actually said that those jobs were not 
coming back. Remember? Summer, four years ago, 2016. President back then wondered aloud how you 
could ever bring manufacturing back to the heartland. He said, quote—what magic wand do you have? 
Well, we didn’t need a magic want, we just needed President Donald Trump in the White House. 500,000 
manufacturing jobs in just three years! Beyond that, the lowest unemployment rate ever recorded for 
African Americans and Hispanic Americans at the end of our first three years. More Americans were 
working than ever before.

Speaking to a welcoming crowd of several hundred 
people outside the Dairyland office in La Crosse, 
Pence touted the accomplishments of the 
administration on the economy, handling of the 
pandemic, support of the military and law 
enforcement, and energy policy.

Excerpts of his remarks are below.
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On coronavirus response

People of Wisconsin deserve to know that before the first case of coronavirus spread from person to 
person in the United States, President Trump took the unprecedented step of suspending all travel from 
China before the month of January was out. And I can tell you, having been on the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force, that action alone saved untold American lives. It bought us invaluable time to 
stand up the greatest mobilizations since World War II. At the president’s direction we marshalled the full 
resources in the federal government and the American economy. We partnered with private industry to 
reinvent testing. When I took over the task force in late February, we had no more than 8,000 tests total 
nationwide for the coronavirus. Today with American ingenuity and hired relief, we perform more than 
800,000 coronavirus tests a day. We work with private industry to arrange for production and delivery of 
billions of supplies of personal protective equipment to our doctors and nurses and hospitals all across 
America…

…I promise you we are not going to rest until we have a safe and effective coronavirus vaccine for the 
American people and we put this virus in the past. It’s amazing to think that with Operation Warp Speed, 
the president initiated a project where believe it or not, we have several vaccines that are already in the 
final stages of clinical trials. But we’re not waiting until they’re approved to produce the vaccines. At the 
president’s direction, we’re actually manufacturing vaccines so the moment the FDA says we have a safe 
and effective coronavirus vaccine, we’ll have tens of millions of doses available for the American people. I 
have to tell you, Joe Biden said not long ago that no miracle is coming. But here in America, we are in 
the miracle business and we are going to have a safe and effective vaccine before the end of the year…

… because of the strong foundation President Trump built in those first three years, and because of the 
unprecedented aid that we secured for American families and business, after losing 22 million jobs at the 
height of this pandemic, we’ve already seen more than 10.6 million Americans go back to work already. 
The American comeback has begun.

In the last four months alone, we have literally seen half of the Americans that lost their jobs go back to 
work and that includes 200,000 Americans right here in the state of Wisconsin, so we’re opening up 
America again, and we’re opening up America’s schools.

This last week we spoke to educators around the country, leaders of colleges and universities around the 
country, to make sure they had the support and the guidance to be able to safely open up their schools. 
People all across the country are working to safely reopen K-12 schools and I’m proud to report that 
school teacher I’ve been married to for 35 years is already back in the classroom teaching art.

And I want to say thank you particularly to the Dairyland employees who leaned into this effort to get our 
schools to reopen. On the plane on the way here, I learned that a lot of you volunteered at an area school 
to build plexiglass barriers, you removed furniture to make our classrooms safe for our kids. Thank you 
for being there for our kids and our teachers and our schools. Great job! Great job!

On energy policy and trade 

President Trump for his part unleashed American energy, an all-of-the-above energy strategy. As we 
stand here today, the United States is now a net exporter of energy for the first time in 70 years... When it 
comes to free and fair trade here in the heartland, we all remember NAFTA. Over in the Hoosier State 
after NAFTA was signed into law back in 1995, we saw entire communities shuttered. And literally in the 
years since, 60,000 factories closed across the United States and many of those jobs moved south of the 
border or overseas.

But I saw this president work the promises he made to the people of Wisconsin. He said we could do 
better than that. We could fight for the kind of free and fair trade that puts American jobs and American 
workers first. He drove a hard bargain. And I’m here to tell you the U.S./Mexico/Canada Agreement is a 
win for Wisconsin workers and a win for Wisconsin farmers. Under the U.S./Mexico/Canada agreement, 
now Canada is ending its unfair treatment of our dairy farmers—so important here in Wisconsin.

The U.S./Mexico/Canada Agreement is actually expected to increase our dairy exports by more than
$300 million in the next year. That’s a win for Wisconsin. The U.S./Mexico/Canada Agreement overall will 
create 600,000 new jobs right out of the gate, including 50,000 manufacturing jobs.

I hear Joe Biden’s running mate is in Milwaukee today. But dairy farmers in Wisconsin deserve to know 
that Senator Kamala Harris is one of only ten senators to vote against the U.S./Mexico/Canada 
Agreement. She said it didn’t go far enough on climate change
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In closing

President Trump and I believe that all honest work is honorable, that it’s really been the people who make 
things, who grow things, who work with their hands through the sweat of their brow, in the factory and the 
fields, that made this country what it is today. It’s been the hard work and the strength of working 
Americans—men and women like all of you here—people who believe in faith and family and patriotism 
and hard work. People who believe in the American dream, that have always and will always be the 
backbone of this country. So on this Labor Day 2020, I encourage you to keep pressing on, keep showing 
the strength and the faith and the resilience that working people have always shown in the life of this 
nation. Keep standing with us, and I promise, we’ll keep standing with you…

…With faith in all of you and faith in Him, I leave here today with renewed confidence. We’re going to 
make Wisconsin and America great again, again.

Read Vice President Pence’s remarks in entirety  here.

Dueling VPs in Wisconsin: Kamala Harris Visits Milwaukee

Photo by The Washington Post

Labor Day was a day of dueling vice
presidential candidates in the Badger State.
While Mike Pence was speaking at Dairyland
Power Cooperative in La Crosse, Senator
Kamala Harris (D-California), who recently
joined the Democratic ticket with Joe Biden,
made a stop in Milwaukee Monday.

On her first solo stop as a VP candidate,
Harris visited with the family of Jacob Blake,
who was shot by an officer during an
altercation with police, prompting violent
protests in Kenosha.

Harris also toured an International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) training facility and spoke
with IBEW members and Wisconsin labor leadership about Biden’s commitment to workers and organized
labor. Following the tour, Harris attended a “Build Back Better” roundtable with Black Milwaukee business
owners.

Both Trump and Biden are working to win the swing state of Wisconsin, which could be the ticket to the
White House in the November election. Trump won the state by a small margin in 2016. Hillary Clinton
failed to campaign in Wisconsin in the last election, but she still won La Crosse County by nine
percentage points, which is where Pence spoke at Dairyland Power.

People of Wisconsin deserve to know that before the first case of coronavirus spread from person to 
person in the United States, President Trump took the unprecedented step of suspending all travel from 
China before the month of January was out. And I can tell you, having been on the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force, that action alone saved untold American lives. It bought us invaluable time to 
stand up the greatest mobilizations since World War II. At the president’s direction we marshalled the full 
resources in the federal government and the American economy. We partnered with private industry to 
reinvent testing. When I took over the task force in late February, we had no more than 8,000 tests total 
nationwide for the coronavirus. Today with American ingenuity and hired relief, we perform more than 
800,000 coronavirus tests a day. We work with private industry to arrange for production and delivery of 
billions of supplies of personal protective equipment to our doctors and nurses and hospitals all across 
America…

…I promise you we are not going to rest until we have a safe and effective coronavirus vaccine for the 
American people and we put this virus in the past. It’s amazing to think that with Operation Warp Speed, 
the president initiated a project where believe it or not, we have several vaccines that are already in the 
final stages of clinical trials. But we’re not waiting until they’re approved to produce the vaccines. At the 
president’s direction, we’re actually manufacturing vaccines so the moment the FDA says we have a safe 
and effective coronavirus vaccine, we’ll have tens of millions of doses available for the American people. I 
have to tell you, Joe Biden said not long ago that no miracle is coming. But here in America, we are in the 
miracle business and we are going to have a safe and effective vaccine before the end of the year…

… because of the strong foundation President Trump built in those first three years, and because of the 
unprecedented aid that we secured for American families and business, after losing 22 million jobs at the 
height of this pandemic, we’ve already seen more than 10.6 million Americans go back to work already. 
The 

On immigration

As we stand here today, this president’s already overseen construction of over 300 miles of a border wall 
on our southern border and we’ve been enforcing our immigration laws all across America. The truth is 
that illegal immigration drives wages down...

… In addition to enforcing our immigration laws and standing firm under the conviction that a nation 
without borders is not a nation, President Trump has also launched what we call the Pledge to America’s 
Workers. We’re encouraging businesses in every field to expand training opportunities for American 
workers and it’s already led to 16 million training and apprentice opportunities for American workers 
across the country. That’s why we call it future ready.
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Vice President Alben Barkley at WEC
statewide dedication, August 1951

Biden: “I Am NOT Banning Fracking”
Energy policy is fundamental issue in upcoming election

While the candidates for vice president were battling it out in Wisconsin on Labor Day, Democratic
candidate for president, Joe Biden, made a stop in the critical state of Pennsylvania.

Speaking in Pittsburgh, Biden, who is pitching a $4 trillion climate change package, told the crowd, “I am
not banning fracking. Let me say that again: I am not banning fracking.”

Pennsylvania is a critical battleground state, which Trump won in 2016. The state is the second-largest
gas producer in America, behind Texas. Pennsylvania’s oil and gas industry is a major employer in the
area, and opposing hydraulic fracturing would likely present a challenge.

Biden’s statement is also a recognition of the tectonic shift in America’s energy industry. Over the past 15
years, the United States has seen the biggest increase in energy production in world history. Between
2005 and 2019, natural gas production nearly doubled and oil production more than doubled.

The increase in domestic oil and natural gas production alone over that period is greater than the output
of all global non-hydro renewable energy (solar, wind, and biomass) production in all of 2019.

Rick Olesen, president and CEO of Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative in Estherville, Iowa, recognizes the
critical role of fracking in the nation’s energy industry, even compared to wind energy, which Iowa is
known for.

“There’s a lot of wind generation in Iowa,” he said. “But trying to site a new wind generation project has
become increasingly difficult due to significant, and very organized, landowner resistance. It’s not
impossible to site a new wind project, but it has become much more complicated, drawn-out, and costly.”

According to a report by the White House Council on Economic Advisers, the shale revolution, and lower
price of natural gas, saves U.S. consumers $203 billion annually, or $2,500 for a family of four.

Electricity Use to Drop 2.4 percent in 2020

The pandemic is striking a blow to the nation’s energy consumption. Even as more people spend time at
home, the increase in residential use is not expected to make up for the decline in commercial and
industrial use.

According to the Department of Energy, overall, electricity consumption in the United States is expected
to decrease 2.4 percent in 2020 compared to last year.

Commercial users such as retail shops and restaurants are expected to use 6.4 percent less electricity
this year, and industrial users such as factories and energy producers are expected to use 6 percent less.
Residential retail electricity sales, however, are expected to increase 3.5 percent this year as more
people work from home, according to the Energy Department.

The opportunity to host a sitting vice president is
historic for a Wisconsin electric cooperative. Mike
Pence’s stop at Dairyland Power Cooperative is
the first visit of its kind in almost 70 years.
According to WECA archives, the last time this
happened was August 15, 1951, when Alben
Barkley, President Harry S. Truman’s vice
president, came to Madison for the dedication of
the statewide headquarters building on South Park
Street.

Also, former Vice President Henry Wallace visited
the WECA office in Madison in 1945 to help push
William Sanderson, then president of the newly
incorporated Wisconsin Association of
Cooperatives, as REA administrator. Wallace was
commerce secretary at the time of the visit.
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Covid-19 Watch: Numbers Spike
The return to school, primarily for college-age students, has led to a spike in
cases of Covid-19, according to health officials. It has now been nearly six
months since the pandemic began its spread across Wisconsin and some
counties are showing record numbers of new cases. Speaking at Dairyland
Power Cooperative this week, Vice President Mike Pence said the production
of a vaccine is already underway, pending FDA approval, and he said a
coronavirus vaccine will be available by the end of the year.

The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom 
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.

Now Hiring:

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS

People’s Energy Cooperative, Oronoco, Minn—People’s Energy Cooperative (PEC) is seeking a
professional, qualified, and engaged leader for the position of Director of Engineering and Operations
(Director of E&O). PEC has retained NRECA’s Executive Search Group to facilitate the search process.
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People’s Energy Cooperative is a member-owned, distribution electric cooperative that provides safe,
reliable, and affordable electricity and related energy services to 24,500 residential, business, and
agricultural accounts spanning a service territory of 1,090 square miles in the six counties surrounding
Rochester, Minn.  PEC owns 29 substations, 2,965 miles of distribution line, 121 miles of 69 kV
transmission line, and purchases most of its wholesale power from Dairyland Power Cooperative. In 2019,
PEC had revenue of about $49.5M with Total Utility Plant of about $168M. PEC employs 62 dedicated
professionals who are committed to providing exceptional service in a safe manner.

The Director of Engineering and Operations is part of a four-member senior management team that
reports directly to the President/CEO. The position is responsible for the design, construction, operation,
and maintenance of the utility’s power system in a safe, efficient, and collaborative manner. This position
has direct supervision of four engineering/operation managers and is responsible for 33 department staff
members.

Successful candidates must have at least 10 years of progressive experience, preferably with a
distribution electric cooperative, and at least five years of supervisory experience. Candidates must have
broad utility management experience in electric utility engineering, construction, operations and/or
maintenance. A Bachelor’s degree in business administration, electrical engineering (Power System
option preferred), or a related field is preferred.

Successful candidates will be: forward thinking; strategically focused; committed to employee and public
safety; able to develop and maintain positive and effective relationships with co-workers, members, and
the public; exhibit a leadership style reflecting integrity, respect, and flexibility; possess strong
communication and problem solving skills to effectively interact with members and employees; able to
successfully plan, manage, implement and monitor various projects/plans; and effectively supervise and
lead staff in a collaborative, team-oriented environment. 

The Director of E&O is expected to serve as an ambassador for the Cooperative to ensure the promotion
of goodwill between the Cooperative, its members, the community, and general public to exemplify that
we are a trusted energy resource, respected business partner and employer of choice.

The Director of E&O is also expected to demonstrate a commitment to cooperative principles, our core
values, and member service at all times working to provide quality, efficient, and courteous service in all
work-related interactions to achieve the objectives of the Cooperative. 

PEC is headquartered in Oronoco, Minn., in southeast Minn. According to the City of Oronoco website,
Oronoco is a short five-mile drive to Rochester, a vibrant city of cultural and social diversity, fine dining,
and shopping. It is home to over 100,000 people, an international airport, and the world-renowned Mayo
Clinic. Combine small town values with Rochester’s proximity to the Twin Cities metro area (about 80
miles), for the best of both worlds.  

PEC is an Equal Opportunity Employer and has NRECA’s defined benefit pension plan, in addition to a
401k savings plan. The Cooperative also has excellent health and life insurance plans. Salary is
commensurate with qualifications and experience. Applications are accepted at the careers page of
https://www.electric.coop and should include the following: 1) Cover letter, 2) Resume, and 3) Contact
information for three professional references. Applications must be received by October 13, 2020. If
you have any questions, please contact Bob Matheny, NRECA Executive Search Consultant at
ExecutiveSearch@nreca.coop or (423) 605-2626.

All replies are confidential.

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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